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(57) ABSTRACT

A system maintains a workspace environment of enterprise
applications on a mobile device. The system receives enter-
prise applications for installation on the mobile device,
wherein functionality has been inserted into binary
executables of the enterprise applications to force the enter-
prise applications to communicate with an application man-
agement agent to obtain a security policy including a validity
time period value related to keeping the workspace valid. The
application management agent provides cryptographic keys
to the enterprise applications to share encrypted messages.
Upon launching, an enterprise application stores a workspace
expiration time value as an encrypted message. The work-
space expiration time value is extended if the user continues
its use or, by another enterprise application, if the other enter-
prise application is launched by the user before an expiration
of the expiration time value. The application management
agent requests authentication credentials from the user if the
workspace expiration time value expires.

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR FACILITATING
ISOLATED WORKSPACE FOR
APPLICATIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application 61/692,857 filed on Aug. 24, 2012 and
entitled “Secure Inter-Process Communication and Virtual
Workspaces on Mobile Device Operating Systems,” which is
hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

Over the past decade, the mobile device has evolved from
a voice-centric device into a mobile personal computer. No
longer just a device for voice communications, the mobile
device has become a multitasking tool, useful for activities
such as emailing and web browsing. The current trends for
mobile devices are toward the mimicking of desktop func-
tionality. As a result, mobile devices are becoming enterprise
endpoints with rich applications and core enterprise connec-
tivity. Because an enterprise may need to specifically provi-
sion a mobile device for accessing restricted data, an
employee may either have to sacrifice a personal device for
dedicated enterprise use or carry two devices, one personal
and one for enterprise use, to work.

From an end-user perspective, it is desirable to consolidate
the personal mobile device with the enterprise device. Virtu-
alization offers an opportunity to provide a convenient solu-
tion by preserving isolation of environments without requir-
ing a second physical enterprise device. Supporting a
personal environment and a work environment through vir-
tualization on a personal mobile device represents an attrac-
tive alternative to existing solutions involving multiple physi-
cal mobile devices. The rapid pace of hardware advances in
mobile devices over the past several years has led to a class of
mobile devices with resources capable of supporting multiple
environments (e.g., one or more virtual phones) through vir-
tualization.

However, given the current particular complexities of the
mobile environment from technical, infrastructure, and busi-
ness perspectives, providing sufficient virtualization capa-
bilities on mobile devices remains challenging. For example,
mobile service carriers typically do not give enterprises or
end users full access to its hardware resources, for security or
commercial reasons. In addition, not all mobile-device oper-
ating systems are virtualization-friendly. They may not pro-
vide sufficient privileged access to the system resources and
impose stringent restrictions on the applications. For
example, certain operating systems may not allow (or provide
limited ability for) more than one process to execute ata time,
and may not provide any inter-process call mechanism.
Hence, it remains a challenge to unify a user’s work-related
enterprise functionalities and his personal-use functionalities
on the same mobile device.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention provides a sys-
tem that maintains an isolated workspace environment of
enterprise applications on a mobile device. The system
receives enterprise applications for installation on the mobile
device, wherein functionality has been injected into the
binary executables of the enterprise applications to force the
enterprise applications to communicate with an application
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2

management agent installed on the mobile device in order to
obtain a security policy governing a user’s ability to access
the enterprise applications. The security policy includes a
validity time period value related to keeping the isolated
workspace valid. Furthermore, the application management
agent provides cryptographic keys to the enterprise applica-
tions to share encrypted messages relating to the isolated
workspace that are stored on the mobile device. Upon launch-
ing, one of the enterprise applications stores a workspace
expiration time value as an encrypted message on the mobile
device, wherein the workspace expiration time value is a
function of the validity time period value and reflects a period
of time in which the isolated workspace remains valid. The
workspace expiration time value is extended by the launched
enterprise application if the user continues to use the
launched enterprise application or, by at least one other enter-
prise application, if the other enterprise application is
launched by the user before an expiration of the expiration
time value. In addition, the application management agent
requests authentication credentials from the user to continue
using enterprise applications in the isolated workspace if the
workspace expiration time value expires due to a lack of
activity by the user of any of the enterprise applications.

In a variation on this embodiment, the application manage-
ment agent obtains the security policy from a remote server
controlled by an enterprise.

In a variation on this embodiment, the shared encrypted
messages related to the isolated workspace are stored in a
pasteboard of the mobile device that is only known to the
enterprise applications and the application management
agent.

In a variation on this embodiment, requesting authentica-
tion credentials from the user involves presenting a PIN or
password lock screen on the mobile device.

In a variation on this embodiment, the inserted functional-
ity further forces the enterprise applications to communicate
through a secure data channel in accordance with the security
policy.

In a further variation, the secure data channel is a VPN
tunnel to a VPN gateway of an enterprise.

In a variation on this embodiment, the enterprise applica-
tion and the application management agent do not run con-
currently and utilize a URL handler of the mobile device to
request transfer of execution flow to the other.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary isolated workspace on a
mobile phone, in accordance with an embodiment.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary architecture of a mobile
phone that facilitates isolated workspace, in accordance with
an embodiment.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary application management
agent that facilitates isolated workspace, in accordance with
an embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary application management
server that facilitates isolated workspace, in accordance with
an embodiment.

FIG. 5 presents a flowchart illustrating the process of start-
ing an application within an isolated workspace, in accor-
dance with an embodiment.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary architecture of a mobile
device that supports isolated workspace, in accordance with
an embodiment.
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In the figures, like reference numerals refer to the same
figure elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is presented to enable any per-
son skilled in the art to make and use the invention, and is
provided in the context of a particular application and its
requirements. Various modifications to the disclosed embodi-
ments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and
the general principles defined herein may be applied to other
embodiments and applications without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention. Thus, the present
invention is not limited to the embodiments shown, but is to
be accorded the widest scope consistent with the claims.
Overview

In embodiments further described herein, the problem of
providing a secure and exclusive environment for one or more
enterprise applications while still accommodating a user’s
personal applications on a mobile device is solved by facili-
tating an isolated workspace for the enterprise applications.
Within this isolated workspace, the enterprise applications
can enforce enterprise policies, share data, access corporate
resources and prevent the user’s personal applications on the
same device from accessing data and resources shared by the
enterprise applications.

Enterprise applications often have stringent security
requirements and do not allow unauthorized applications to
access their data, which, for example, may be locally stored
on the mobile device. On a conventional computer, one can
solve this problem by placing the enterprise applications on a
virtual machine, which is isolated from the host’s operating
system. However, as previously discussed, such virtual
machines are difficult to implement on mobile devices due to
insufficient access to system resources, a limitation often
imposed by mobile service carriers or manufacturers for
security or commercial purposes. In addition, certain operat-
ing systems (such as Apple’s i0S) do not easily facilitate
concurrent processes, which imposes significant difficulties
to virtualization.

Embodiments described herein allow enterprise applica-
tions to execute alongside personal applications on the same
mobile device without running a conventional virtual
machine. These enterprise applications can reside within a
secure, exclusive “virtual workspace” that is isolated from
other regular applications. In one particular embodiment, the
workspace is implemented in part through applications that
are modified to enforce enterprise policies and in part through
an application management agent on the mobile device that
maintains up-to-date enterprise policies. In particular, a
modification utility can modify a generic application, which
results in a “wrapped” application with substituted system
library calls. These substitute system calls, referred to as
“wrapper,” become part of the application and serve as a
policy enforcement mechanism. For example, with a wrap-
per, certain enterprise applications may communicate with an
enterprise intranet via a virtual private network (VPN) tunnel,
and may be precluded from using the mobile device’s regular,
unencrypted data connectivity. The policy enforcement com-
ponent, or wrapper, of each enterprise application running in
the workspace can also require that all the files associated
with the enterprise applications are encrypted. In addition,
enterprise applications within the workspace can share cer-
tain resources, such as a workspace-specific pasteboard or
clipboard buffer; but other regular applications on the phone
are forbidden from accessing these resources.
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4

The following disclosure uses enterprise applications as
examples. However, embodiments of the present application
are applicable in any environment where a set of applications
(which may or may not be enterprise applications) can benefit
from a secure, isolated execution environment. Furthermore,
the term “mobile device” can refer to, but is not limited to,
mobile phones, personal digital assistant (PDA) devices, tab-
let computers, and portable computers.

Isolated Workspace

As previously discussed, embodiments described herein
utilize the concept of a “virtual workspace” to provide isola-
tion between a personal and enterprise environment in a
mobile device. Such a workspace provides a secure and
exclusive environment in which a collection of enterprise
applications execute. For example, an enterprise’s IT depart-
ment may offer certain enterprise applications to enable an
employee to access the enterprise’s confidential or restricted
information using the employee’s personal mobile device
(e.g., by accessing a remote server controlled by the enter-
prise or locally storing such information in a secure manner
on the mobile device). Examples of such applications include
an email application, phone book, document management
program, calendar, specialized web browser, and chat/confer-
encing application. The workplace provides an isolated envi-
ronment for these enterprise applications to run and prevents
unauthorized applications on the same mobile device from
accessing the data used by the enterprise applications.

To facilitate this isolated workspace, certain embodiments
of enterprise applications satisfy two conditions: (1) they use
an exclusive, secure network connection (e.g., VPN, etc.) to
access resources at the enterprise (e.g., data, application serv-
ers, etc.) and that is not accessible to other applications on the
same mobile device; and (2) they can share certain local
resources (such as file storage and memory) among them-
selves, but these resources are not accessible to other appli-
cations. As described below, to satisfy these conditions, an
enterprise prepares enterprise applications for installation on
amobile device by performing an offline wrapping process on
them that replaces or interposes on certain system library
calls (typically related with I/O) with customized calls by
“injecting” into the enterprise application, for example,
dynamically-linked libraries including these customized
calls (i.e., these libraries referred to as a “wrapper” around the
original enterprise application) or pre-linking with static
libraries containing these customized calls. For example, in
one embodiment, the enterprise utilizes an offline utility tool
to modify the binary executable (e.g., Mach-O file in an Apple
i0S embodiment, etc.) of an enterprise application in order to
cause the enterprise application to load one or more specified
dynamically linked libraries (e.g., .dylib file in an Apple i0OS
embodiment) when the enterprise application is launched on
the mobile device. Such dynamically linked libraries are then
included as part of the enterprise application’s archive file
(e.g., .ipa file in an Apple iOS embodiment). The customized
calls included in the dynamically linked libraries can ensure
that the application’s I/O functions (e.g., network communi-
cation and file access) comply with enterprise policies. In
addition, a special local application installed on the user’s
mobile device, referred to herein as an “application manage-
ment agent,” maintains and updates the enterprise policies
locally on the mobile device (e.g., by communicating with a
remote management server at the enterprise) and, in certain
embodiments, also provides an enterprise application catalog
for the end user to select, download and install enterprise
applications into the workspace of the mobile device.

Note that although the present disclosure uses “work-
space” as a shorthand for this isolated and secure execution
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environment for enterprise applications, “workspace” is only
a logical abstraction that refers to a collection of enterprise
applications. In actual implementations, there may or may not
be an actual displayed workspace on a graphic user interface
(such as a folder). In addition, the present disclosure uses the
phrase “accessing a workspace” in a generic sense and does
not necessarily require a user to access a folder. A user can
access a workspace by merely accessing one of the enterprise
applications that belongs to the workspace.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary isolated workspace on a
mobile device, in accordance with an embodiment. In this
example, a mobile device 100 displays its applications as
icons on a touch screen. A group of regular (e.g., personal)
applications 102 can include, for example, an email program,
a text messaging program, a calendar program, or an online
video viewing program. Mobile device 100 also displays a set
of enterprise applications (denoted by a small key symbol on
the lower left corner of each icon) that operate within a
workspace 104.

It should be recognized that the display of FIG. 1 is merely
exemplary and that in alternative embodiments, visualization
of workspace 104 on the screen of mobile device 100 may
differ. For example, in one alternative embodiment, icons
representing enterprise application operating within work-
space 104 may be intermingled with icons for regular or
personal applications 102. In other alternative embodiments,
icons representing enterprise applications operating within
workspace 104 may be separated from icons for regular or
personal applications, for example, through the use ofa finger
swipe action that takes the user from a screen displaying only
personal or regular application 102 to a separate screen dis-
playing only enterprise applications in workspace 104.
Examples of enterprise applications in workspace 104
include, for example, an enterprise email program, an enter-
prise calendar program, an enterprise directory, or an enter-
prise browser. Also included in workspace 104 is an applica-
tion management agent 106 (as previously discussed), which
serves as a local repository of security and access-control
policies for all the enterprise applications. For example,
application management agent 106 may periodically commu-
nicate (e.g., on behalf of or at the request of running enterprise
applications) with a remote application management server
114 at the enterprise to obtain up-to-date security and access
control policies. It should be recognized that although the
embodiment of FIG. 1 depicts an icon on application man-
agement agent 106 on the screen of mobile device 100 as an
application that is not required to run during the execution of
enterprise applications, alternative embodiments may imple-
ment application management agent 106 as a service running
on mobile device 100 rather than an icon-based application
that is launched by the user by selecting an icon on the screen
of mobile device 100 (or by other enterprise applications
using the mobile operating system’s URL handler function-
ality).

In addition to voice services, as depicted in the embodi-
ment of FIG. 1, mobile device 100 maintains some type of
data connectivity 108 to a public network, such as Internet
120. Data connectivity 108 can be a cellular data communi-
cation channel or a wireless network connection (WiFi). To
facilitate secure communication between enterprise applica-
tions operating within workspace 104 and an enterprise intra-
net 130, an enterprise application may maintain a VPN tunnel
110 to an enterprise gateway router 112. VPN tunnel 110
provides a secure communication channel between an enter-
prise application and enterprise intranet 130. In one embodi-
ment, as further discussed below, the customized system calls
included with an enterprise application (e.g., within the wrap-
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per) are responsible for maintaining a VPN tunnel (such as
VPN tunnel 110) and ensuring that all network communica-
tion is routed through the VPN tunnel.

Furthermore, since VPN tunnel 110 is specific to a particu-
lar enterprise application, VPN tunnel 110 is not available to
other applications outside workspace 104. This exclusive
availability of VPN tunnel 110 to a particular enterprise appli-
cation ensures that all data communication from and to the
enterprise application operating within workspace 104 is
secure and encrypted. In addition, since the VPN tunnels are
enterprise application-specific, gateway router 112 can obtain
application-specific access history, which in turn enhances
the security of intranet 130. Note that although VPN tunnel
110 is established within data connectivity 108 which is avail -
able to all applications on mobile device 100, the content
carried in VPN tunnel 110 remains confidential and is only
accessible to the enterprise application responsible for VPN
tunne] 110.

In certain embodiments, application management agent
106 can run on an as-needed basis. That is, application man-
agement agent 106 runs only when an enterprise application
calls it (e.g., to exchange authentication credentials, crypto-
graphic keys and other data relating to working with the
secured workspace, etc.) or when a user launches it. In other
embodiments, application management agent 106 can remain
running as long as there is at least one enterprise application
running (however, this option might not be available in oper-
ating systems that do not allow or only provide limited con-
currently running processes). Optionally, application man-
agement agent 106 can start automatically as a service as part
of the boot-up sequence of mobile device 100. Applicant
management agent 106 is responsible for maintaining and
updating enterprise policies, such as security requirements
and access control. In addition, application management
agent 106 can, from time to time or on an as-needed basis,
communicate with application management server 114,
which in one embodiment can reside in enterprise intranet
130. Application management server 114 can distribute
updates to the enterprise policies and remotely manage the
enterprise applications via application management agent
106.

Managing Applications within the Workspace

In certain embodiments, enterprise applications within
workspace 104 comply with the security and isolation
requirements and enterprise policies maintained by applica-
tion management agent 106 and are either (1) applications
specifically developed (e.g., using a provided SDK and APIs)
to enforce enterprise policies (sometimes referred to as “con-
tainerized applications™) and (2) conventional, generic appli-
cations that have been “wrapped” (as opposed to having been
specifically designed) to enforce enterprise policies (some-
times referred to as “wrapper applications”). Containerized
applications may include applications developed in-house by
the enterprise specifically to be used in the workspace, such as
an expense report generating application for the enterprise’s
sales department or a financial forecasting application for the
enterprise’s finance team. Wrapped application can be
generic applications developed either by the enterprise or
third-party vendors, such as email programs, web browsers,
and document viewers that have been developed for general
use. As previously discussed, in order to create wrapped
applications, an enterprise or a developer of an enterprise
application can utilize a wrapping utility program or tool to
inject wrap generic applications with a policy-enforcement
mechanism, which, in one embodiment, involves injecting
references to dynamically linked libraries into the applica-
tion’s binary code that replace conventional system calls.
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These dynamically linked libraries interpose or otherwise
intercept certain of the enterprise applications system calls,
forcing the enterprise application to comply with enterprise
policies. For example, for communication purposes, the
wrapper can replace a conventional system call to generate a
TCP/IP socket with a customized call that generates and
returns a socket for a VPN tunnel. This way, all data commu-
nications initiated by the enterprise application go through
the VPN tunnel. Furthermore, the wrapper of the enterprise
application may also communicate with the application man-
agement agent 106 to obtain the most up-to-date version of
the enterprise’s policies. In certain embodiments, such poli-
cies may have an expiration, thereby causing an enterprise
application to periodically update its own copy of the enter-
prise policy when its own copy has expired.

In certain embodiments, in addition to maintaining enter-
prise policies, application management agent 106 may also
provide an “application store” through which the user of
mobile device 100 can peruse, download and install enter-
prise applications that comply with workspace 104. An appli-
cation management agent 106 with such application store
functionality can receive notifications of application updates
and remind the user to update installed applications or alter-
natively receive notifications to invalidate or disable an
installed enterprise application. It should be recognized that
alternative embodiments may simply provide a separate
mobile application that can be installed on mobile device 100
that is a separate enterprise-specific application store (versus
combining the application store functionality into application
management agent 106).

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary architecture of mobile
device 100 that facilitates isolated workspace 104, in accor-
dance with an embodiment. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, the
operating system 216 of mobile device 100 supports a set of
conventional applications 214 and a set of enterprise applica-
tions 202. A wrapped application 204 includes a generic
application 206 wrapped with a policy enforcement mecha-
nism 208 (which in one embodiment manifests as a wrapper,
as previously discussed, comprising a set of injected dynamic
libraries that intercept and replace conventional system calls
of generic application 206). Policy enforcement mechanism
208 communicates enterprise policies to wrapped application
204 using, for example, an inter-process communication
(IPC) mechanism to obtain such policies from application
management agent 106. In a mobile operating system that
does not support or provides limited support for concurrently
running processes such that traditional IPC is available, the
mechanism for wrapped application 204 to communicate
with application management agent 106 (as well as other
wrapped enterprise applications) may be implemented as a
secure and encrypted pasteboard (e.g., utilizing a pasteboard
functionality provided by the underlying mobile operating
system, such as UlPasteboard in Apple’s iOS) that serves as a
message-drop-box for two or more communicating applica-
tions in workspace 104.

During operation, wrapped enterprise application 204 can
communicate with the enterprise network via VPN tunnel 110
terminated at gateway router 112. In one embodiment, policy
enforcement mechanism 208 ensures that the network com-
munication for generic application 206 goes through a socket
corresponding to VPN tunnel 110. As a result, for example, an
web browser application within workspace 104 can browse
the enterprise intranet content via the VPN tunnel, and an
document viewer within workspace 104 can allow the user to
view documents stored on the enterprise’s intranet servers.
Furthermore, application management agent 106 can com-
municate with application management server 114, for
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example, residing at the enterprise, to synchronize its local
copy of the enterprise’s policies with the most up-to-date
version of the enterprise policies. In one embodiment, appli-
cation management server 114 may push application or
policy related update information to application management
agent 106 via a push notification service 218, such as, for
example, the Apple Push Notification Service (APNS).

Embodiments of application management agent 106
include bootstrapping functionality 212, which performs a
series of operations upon an initial installation and launch of
application management agent 106 (e.g., which, in certain
embodiments, may be downloaded by the user of the mobile
device from a public application store such as the Apple App
Store) in order to enable enterprise applications to operating
within workspace 104. Such operations performed by boot-
strapping module 212 can, for example, include authenticat-
ing the user to enterprise’s remote application management
server 114 (e.g., by request the user’s corporate based user-
name and password, etc.), requesting the user to create
authentication credentials (e.g., password, PIN, etc.) to
access workspace 104, generating cryptographic elements
(e.g., keys, randomized names, etc.) that can be used and
shared with enterprise applications to authenticate enterprise
applications to application management agent 106 and secure
communications among the enterprise applications and
application agent 106 (e.g., by encrypting communications to
a pasteboard, etc.), and obtaining an initial version of the
enterprise’s policies from application management server
114.

Embodiments of application management agent 106 may
further include additional functionality, as illustrated in FIG.
3, some of which have been previously discussed. As depicted
in the embodiment of FIG. 3, application management agent
106 includes a pin lock functionality 302, a policy manage-
ment functionality 304, an application disablement function-
ality 306, a leasing agent 308, a policy synchronization func-
tionality 310, an application management functionality 312,
an application configuration profile management functional-
ity 314, a web clip management functionality 316, a referred
application management functionality 318, an application
catalogue 210, a login and end-user license agreement
(EULA) functionality 322, a welcome user interface module
324, and a device certification module 326.

Pin lock functionality 302 authenticates the user when the
user uses an enterprise application within workspace 104 for
the first time. For example, upon launch of a first enterprise
application, the wrapper of the enterprise application may
request application management agent 106 initiate work-
space 104 (e.g., by invoking application management agent
106 through the mobile operating system’s URL handler in
one embodiment). Inturn, application management agent 106
may present an authentication mechanism to the user through
pin lock functionality 302 to authenticate the user before
initiating the workspace. The authentication mechanism can
be a pin lock, or a more sophisticated mechanism such as
digital certificate, password combined with a rolling security
token, biometric, or any other mean to obtain an authentica-
tion credential from the user. In certain embodiments which
implement an expiration time for workspace 104 (e.g., due to
inactivity of any enterprise applications for a period of time)
or an expiration of the enterprise’s policies, pin lock func-
tionality 302 may also be invoked, for example, when the
wrapper of a launched enterprise application determines that
workspace 104 has expired (e.g., no prior enterprise applica-
tions had been active for a period of time) or its local copy of
the enterprise’s policy has lapsed, thereby requesting appli-
cation management agent 106 to take action.
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Policy management functionality 304 is responsible for
implementing received enterprise policies within workspace
104. Examples of enterprise policies can include, for
example, requirements for strengths of authentication cre-
dentials, time length before expiring a workspace (e.g., and
requiring a re-insertion of a PIN or other credential from the
user), enablement of certain types of communications among
enterprise applications (e.g., pasteboard access, etc.), pin lock
requirements, access privileges levels, firewall requirements,
encryption requirements, etc.

Application disablement functionality 306 can invalidate
or disable installed applications based on notifications from
application management server 114. This function is useful
when a user is no longer a member of the enterprise and the
enterprise IT department needs to revoke the user’s access
privileges and disable the installed enterprise applications on
his personal mobile device 100.

Leasing agent 308 manages lease or expiration times for
workspace 104 or for enterprise policies. For example, an
enterprise may want to “expire” a workspace after a period of
inactivity of enterprise applications. In one embodiment, a
workspace validity time value may be written to a secure
pasteboard only accessible to enterprise applications in work-
space 104. The time value may expire in a specified period of
time (per the enterprise policy), however, so long as any
enterprise application is currently being used by the user, the
wrapper of such enterprise application will continue to extend
its validity. When an enterprise application is launched and
determines that the workspace validity time value has
expired, it will call application management agent 106 (e.g.,
using the URL handler in one embodiment), which invoked
leasing agent 308, and which in one embodiment, may invoke
pin lock functionality 302 to obtain authentication credentials
from the user before re-validating workspace 104.

Policy synchronization functionality 310 is responsible for
communicating with application management server 114 to
obtain updated enterprise policies as well as for providing
such enterprise policies to enterprise applications on mobile
device 100.

Application management functionality 312 manages com-
munications between enterprise applications and application
management agent 106. In certain embodiments, such com-
munications implemented through messages exchange
through specifically named pasteboards only access to enter-
prise applications within workspace 104. Such messages may
need to be authenticated and decrypted by application man-
agement agent 106 through its application management func-
tionality.

Configuration profile management functionality 314 main-
tains the configuration information for enterprise applications
operating within workspace 106. For example, the user may
want to limit the storage space consumed by the enterprise
applications, or limit the amount of bandwidth available to the
enterprise applications.

Web clip management functionality 316 keeps track of the
web clips the user places in workspace 106. Web clips are
shortcuts to a specific web page, and can be displayed on the
user interface as a separate icon.

Referred application management functionality 318 main-
tains information about applications referred to by another
application within the workspace. For example, when an
enterprise email program receives an email with an attach-
ment and the user clicks on the attachment, based on the file
type of the attachment, referred application management
module 318 calls another enterprise application (such as a
document viewer) to open and display the attachment.
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Application catalogue 210 maintains and displays a list of
available enterprise applications. Upon launch of application
management agent 106 (e.g., by the user selecting its icon on
the screen of mobile device 100), the user can select and
install an application from application catalogue 210. In one
embodiment, upon selection of an application from applica-
tion catalog 210, application management agent 106 commu-
nicates with remote application management server 114 (or
another application server controlled by the enterprise),
which may initiate a wrapping process on the selected appli-
cation and then provide the application to application man-
agement agent 106 to install on mobile device 100.

Login and end user license agreement (EFULA) manage-
ment functionality 322 is responsible for presenting to the
user the licensing agreement and appropriate legal notices
upon user login. In some embodiments, login and (EULA)
management module 322 may update the EULA information
based on updates received from application management
server 114. In certain embodiment, login and EUL A manage-
ment functionality 322 are part of the previously discussed
bootstrapping process, securing the user’s login credentials
for workspace 104 as well as requiring the user to agree to the
EULA or other terms of service.

Welcome user interface (UT) functionality 324 may present
the user as a “welcome screen” when the user launches and
logs into application management agent 106. Welcome Ul
module 324 can also update the welcome screen based on
information received from application management server
114.

Device certification module 326 certifies the smart phone
device to ensure that the underlying hardware is allowed to
run the workspace. This feature can be desirable when the
enterprise [T department wants to restrict the types of hard-
ware to run the workspace, which can reduce the risk of
malicious attacks on the hardware level and improve the
security of the workspace.

Application management agent 106 performs many of the
aforementioned functions based on information received
from the application management server 114. FIG. 4 illus-
trates an exemplary application management server that
facilitates isolated workspace 104, in accordance with an
embodiment. In the embodiment of FIG. 4, application man-
agement server 114 includes an application wrapping server
402, and end user portal 404, a configuration portal 406, and
an administrator portal 408.

Application wrapping server 402 allows the enterprise IT
department to wrap any third-party application and turn the
third-party application into an enterprise-specific application,
which in turn can be listed in application catalogue 210 for the
user to install. End user portal 404 allows an end user to log
into application management server 114 using any network
connection and manage the enterprise applications without
using his smart phone. Configuration portal 405 allows an
enterprise IT personnel to configure a particular user’s enter-
prise applications, such as setting access control levels and
customizing user policies. Administrator portal 408 provides
an interface that allows a system administrator to configure
application management server 114.

During operation, application management server 114 can
communicate with enterprise applications 202 via VPN gate-
way router 112. Optionally, application management agent
106 may communicate with application management server
114 via a regular data connection (i.e., not via the VPN
tunnel). Application management agent 106 can also use this
data connection to set up the initial VPN tunnel. Application
management server 114 can also provide various notifications
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to push notification service 218, which in turn pushes these
notifications to application management agent 106.

FIG. 5 presents a flowchart illustrating the process of start-
ing an application within isolated workspace 104, in accor-
dance with an embodiment. During operation, mobile device
100’s operating system 216 receives a user instruction to start
an enterprise application (operation 502). In response, prior
to executing the application, the application’s policy enforce-
ment mechanism 208 checks whether the selected enterprise
application is the first application to start in workspace 104
by, for example, checking a special file or value which main-
tains information about all running enterprise applications
(operation 504). If the application is the first to start in work-
space 104, policy enforcement mechanism 208 requests oper-
ating system 216 to switch the execution flow (e.g., invoking
the URL handler in one embodiment) to application manage-
ment agent 106 (operation 506). Subsequently, application
management agent 106 may present a challenge (such as a pin
lock, via its pin lock module 302) to the user to authenticate
the user (operation 508). If the application is not the first to
start in workspace 104 (operation 504), policy enforcement
mechanism 208 determines whether the last invoked enter-
prise application has timed out (i.e., has been inactive for
more than a predetermined time period) (operation 516). If
s0, the execution thread switches over to application manage-
ment agent 106, which subsequently presents the challenge
(e.g., pin lock, etc.) to the user (operations 506 and 508).
Otherwise, policy enforcement mechanism 208 allows the
requested enterprise application to continue its execution
(514).

Following operation 508, policy enforcement mechanism
208 determines whether the user is successfully authenticated
(operation 510). If the user is authenticated, policy enforce-
ment mechanism 208 optionally establishes a VPN tunnel
with the enterprise gateway (operation 512). Subsequently,
policy enforcement mechanism 208 allows the enterprise
application to resume execution (operation 514). If the user is
not authenticated (operation 510), policy enforcement
mechanism 208 terminates the execution of the requested
enterprise application.

System Architecture

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary architecture of a mobile
device that supports isolated workspace, in accordance with
an embodiment. A mobile phone 100 includes a system on a
chip (SoC) 610 that provides the basic functionality to the
system. SoC 610 includes a processor 611 that executes the
operations of system 100. Digital signal processor 612 per-
forms the signal processing, such as analog to digital conver-
sion, for system 100. Power manager 613 controls battery
638. Display manager 614 controls display module 632 and
provides display to a user. In some embodiment, display
module includes a liquid crystal display (LCD). Memory
controller 615 allows processor 611 to access random access
memory (RAM) 622. Storage controller 616 provides
accesses to internal and external storage of system 700.

Microphone/speaker module 624 allows a user to perform
regular voice operations. Communication module 624 uses
antenna 626 and modem 636 to connect to a telephone net-
work. NAND flash 642 is the internal storage and SD card 644
is the external storage for system 100. Integrity module 652
performs integrity checks on NAND flash 642 and SD card
644. Application management agent 106 manages enterprise
applications 202 and maintains isolated workspace 104. Also
included in SoC 610 are a set of conventional applications
214.

Note that the above-mentioned modules can be imple-
mented in hardware as well as in software. In some embodi-
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ments, one or more of these modules can be embodied in
computer-executable instructions stored in a memory which
is coupled to one or more processors in system 100. When
executed, these instructions cause the processor(s) to perform
the aforementioned functions.

In summary, embodiments of the present invention provide
a system and a method for facilitating a secure, isolated work-
space for enterprise applications on a user’s personal mobile
phone. The enterprise application within the workspace enjoy
an exclusive VPN connection to the enterprise network, and
the system resources such as files and clipboard buffers can
only be shared among the enterprise applications themselves
and not with any other regular application on the phone. This
isolated workspace allows a user to have both personal appli-
cations and work-related enterprise applications on the same
mobile device without having to worry about data security.

The methods and processes described herein can be
embodied as code and/or data, which can be stored in a
computer-readable non-transitory storage medium. When a
computer system reads and executes the code and/or data
stored on the computer-readable non-transitory storage
medium, the computer system performs the methods and
processes embodied as data structures and code and stored
within the medium.

The methods and processes described herein can be
executed by and/or included in hardware modules or appara-
tus. These modules or apparatus may include, but are not
limited to, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC)
chip, a field-programmable gate array (FPGA), a dedicated or
shared processor that executes a particular software module
or a piece of code at a particular time, and/or other program-
mable-logic devices now known or later developed. When the
hardware modules or apparatus are activated, they perform
the methods and processes included within them.

The foregoing descriptions of embodiments of the present
invention have been presented only for purposes of illustra-
tion and description. They are not intended to be exhaustive or
to limit this disclosure. Accordingly, many modifications and
variations will be apparent to practitioners skilled in the art.
The scope of the present invention is defined by the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for maintaining an isolated workspace envi-
ronment of enterprise applications on a mobile device, the
method comprising:
receiving enterprise applications for installation on the
mobile device, wherein functionality has been inserted
into binary executables of the enterprise applications to
forcethe enterprise applications to communicate with an
application management agent installed on the mobile
device in order to obtain a security policy governing a
user’s ability to access the enterprise applications, the
security policy including a validity time period value
related to keeping the isolated workspace valid;

providing by the application management agent, crypto-
graphic keys to the enterprise applications to share
encrypted messages relating to the isolated workspace
that are stored on the mobile device;

upon launch of one of the enterprise applications, encrypt-

ing, by the launched enterprise application, a workspace
expiration time value using one of the cryptographic
keys provided by the application management agent and
storing, by the launched enterprise application, the
encrypted workspace expiration time value as an
encrypted message on the mobile device, wherein the
workspace expiration time value is a function of the
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validity time period value and reflects a period of time in
which the isolated workspace remains valid;

extending the workspace expiration time value by the

launched enterprise application if the user continues to
use the launched enterprise application or, by at least one
other enterprise application, if the other enterprise appli-
cation is launched by the user before an expiration of the
expiration time value; and

requesting, by the application management agent, authen-

tication credentials from the user to continue using
enterprise applications in the isolated workspace if the
workspace expiration time value expires due to a lack of
activity by the user of any of the enterprise applications.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the application manage-
ment agent obtains the security policy from a remote server
controlled by an enterprise.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the shared encrypted
messages related to the isolated workspace are stored in a
pasteboard of the mobile device that is only known to the
enterprise applications and the application management
agent.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of requesting
authentication credentials from the user comprises presenting
a PIN or password lock screen on the mobile device.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the inserted functional-
ity further forces the enterprise applications to communicate
through a secure data channel in accordance with the security
policy.
6. The method of claim 5, wherein the secure data channel
is a VPN tunnel to a VPN gateway of an enterprise.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein the enterprise applica-
tion and the application management agent do not run con-
currently and utilize a URL handler of the mobile device to
request transfer of execution flow to the other.
8. A non-transitory storage medium storing instructions
which when executed by a processor cause the processor to
perform a method for maintaining an isolated workspace
environment of enterprise applications on a mobile device,
the method comprising:
receiving enterprise applications for installation on the
mobile device, wherein functionality has been inserted
into binary executables of the enterprise applications to
forcethe enterprise applications to communicate with an
application management agent installed on the mobile
device in order to obtain a security policy governing a
user’s ability to access the enterprise applications, the
security policy including a validity time period value
related to keeping the isolated workspace valid;

providing by the application management agent, crypto-
graphic keys to the enterprise applications to share
encrypted messages relating to the isolated workspace
that are stored on the mobile device;

upon launch of one of the enterprise applications, encrypt-

ing, by the launched enterprise application, a workspace
expiration time value using one of the cryptographic
keys provided by the application management agent and
storing, by the launched enterprise application, the
encrypted workspace expiration time value as an
encrypted message on the mobile device, wherein the
workspace expiration time value is a function of the
validity time period value and reflects a period of time in
which the isolated workspace remains valid;

extending the workspace expiration time value by the

launched enterprise application if the user continues to
use the launched enterprise application or, by at least one
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other enterprise application, if the other enterprise appli-
cation is launched by the user before an expiration of the
expiration time value; and

requesting, by the application management agent, authen-

tication credentials from the user to continue using
enterprise applications in the isolated workspace if the
workspace expiration time value expires due to alack of
activity by the user of any of the enterprise applications.

9. The non-transitory storage medium of claim 8, wherein
the application management agent obtains the security policy
from a remote server controlled by an enterprise.

10. The non-transitory storage medium of claim 8, wherein
the shared encrypted messages related to the isolated work-
space are stored in a pasteboard of the mobile device that is
only known to the enterprise applications and the application
management agent.

11. The non-transitory storage medium of claim 8, wherein
the step of requesting authentication credentials from the user
comprises presenting a PIN or password lock screen on the
mobile device.

12. The non-transitory storage medium of claim 8, wherein
the inserted functionality further forces the enterprise appli-
cations to communicate through a secure data channel in
accordance with the security policy.

13. The non-transitory storage medium of claim 12,
wherein the secure data channel is a VPN tunnel to a VPN
gateway of an enterprise.

14. The non-transitory storage medium of claim 8, wherein
the enterprise application and the application management
agent do not run concurrently and utilize a URL handler of the
mobile device to request transfer of execution flow to the
other.

15. A computer system, comprising:

a processor; and

a non-transitory storage medium storing instructions

which when executed by the processor cause the proces-

sor to perform a method for maintaining an isolated

workspace environment of enterprise applications on a

mobile device, the method comprising:

receiving enterprise applications for installation on the
mobile device, wherein functionality has been
inserted into binary executables of the enterprise
applications to force the enterprise applications to
communicate with an application management agent
installed on the mobile device in order to obtain a
security policy governing a user’s ability to access the
enterprise applications, the security policy including
a validity time period value related to keeping the
isolated workspace valid;

providing by the application management agent, cryp-
tographic keys to the enterprise applications to share
encrypted messages relating to the isolated work-
space that are stored on the mobile device;

upon launch of one of the enterprise applications,
encrypting, by the launched enterprise application, a
workspace expiration time value using one of the
cryptographic keys provided by the application man-
agement agent and storing, by the launched enterprise
application, the encrypted workspace expiration time
value as an encrypted message on the mobile device,
wherein the workspace expiration time value is a
function of the validity time period value and reflects
a period of time in which the isolated workspace
remains valid;

extending the workspace expiration time value by the
launched enterprise application if the user continues
to use the launched enterprise application or, by at
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least one other enterprise application, if the other
enterprise application is launched by the user before
an expiration of the expiration time value; and

requesting, by the application management agent,
authentication credentials from the user to continue
using enterprise applications in the isolated work-
space if the workspace expiration time value expires
due to a lack of activity by the user of any of the
enterprise applications.

16. The computer system of claim 15, wherein the appli-
cation management agent obtains the security policy from a
remote server controlled by an enterprise.

17. The computer system of claim 15, wherein the shared
encrypted messages related to the isolated workspace are
stored in a pasteboard of the mobile device that is only known
to the enterprise applications and the application manage-
ment agent.

18. The computer system of claim 15, wherein the step of
requesting authentication credentials from the user comprises
presenting a PIN or password lock screen on the mobile
device.

19. The computer system of claim 15, wherein the inserted
functionality further forces the enterprise applications to
communicate through a secure data channel in accordance
with the security policy.

20. The computer system of claim 15, wherein the enter-
prise application and the application management agent do
not run concurrently and utilize a URL handler of the mobile
device to request transfer of execution flow to the other.
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